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LEGISLATIVE UDPATE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION OF THE 128TH LEGISLATURE ADJOURNED SINE DIE ON AUGUST 2, 2017 
On Wednesday, August 2 at 7:09 p.m., ending the longest legislative session on record, the 1st Regular Session of the 
128th Maine Legislature adjourned sine die, which is the final adjournment vote of a session.  The last day of session 
was largely spent voting on 27 gubernatorial vetoes and a couple of bond bills. The Legislature overrode 13 of the 27 
vetoes, including one to increase the legal age for purchasing tobacco products from 18 to 21, and one to reconstitute 
Maine’s public health nursing program.  Among the 14 vetoes that were sustained were bills that would have banned 
the use of handheld devices while driving, and the solar power incentive bill that would have altered the phase-out of 
net metering approved by the Public Utilities Commission earlier this year.  All non-emergency Laws and Resolves 
that do not have specified effective dates within them will become effective Wednesday, November 1, 2017, which is 
90 days after the date of adjournment sine die. 
 
A GLANCE AHEAD - 2ND REGULAR SESSION; POTENTIAL FOR SPECIAL SESSION 
As it wound up its business last week, the Legislature voted to carry over to its 2nd Regular Session more than 340 of 
the 1645 bills that were submitted during the 1st Regular Session.  The 2nd Regular Session will convene on 
Wednesday, January 3, 2018.  In addition to the carry-over legislation, other bills may also be submitted but require 
approval of the Legislative Council.  Cloture, or the deadline for submitting bill requests to the Legislative Council 
for consideration in the 2nd Regular Session, is Friday, September 29, 2017, at 4:00 p.m.  A special session may be 
convened sometime this fall to allow the Legislature to consider legislation being developed by the Joint Select 
Committee on Marijuana Legalization to regulate the sale of recreational marijuana. 
 
GOVERNOR LEPAGE CHOOSES ALEC PORTEOUS AS NEXT DAFS COMMISSIONER 
Governor LePage announced on Friday, August 4 that he will nominate Alec Porteous for the position of 
Commissioner of the Maine Department of Administrative and Financial Services (DAFS). Porteous, who is currently 
the Chief Operating Officer and Chief Financial Officer for the Department of Health and Human Services, will take 
over as Acting Commissioner of DAFS on August 14. He will replace Acting Commissioner David Lavway, who has 
filled the role since earlier this summer when former Commissioner Richard Rosen resigned.  According to the 
statement issued by the Governor’s office, Porteous will be formally nominated for consideration and confirmation by 
the Legislature later this year.  
 
LEGISLATIVE DATABASE 
The final legislative database is attached to this weekly report for your information. 
 
If you have any questions regarding any of the above, please don’t hesitate to contact MEREDA Public Policy 
Counsel Andrea Cianchette Maker (207) 791-1101, amaker@pierceatwood.com or Elizabeth Frazier (207) 791-1155, 
efrazier@pierceatwood.com.  


